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Franz Kline: The Lost Murals

Preface and Acknowledgments

The Baruch College Gallery is pleased to exhibit the recently discovered
Jazz Murals by Franz Kline for the first time in New York. This exhibition
focuses on Kline's early work with a selection of drawings and paintings
from the 1930's and 1940's. Examples of the dynamic black and white
abstractions painted by Kline in the early 1960's are also included to
provide a direct visual comparison with the spirited Jazz Murals.

Organized by Robert Metzger, Director of the Center Gallery at Bucknell
University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, the exhibition opened at the Center
Gallery on September 9th. We are very grateful to Robert Metzger and to the
museums and collectors who generously lent their drawings and paintings.
We are especially indebted to the Allan Stone Gallery and to the private
collector who provided additional works to augment the exhibition at the

Baruch College Gallery.

Sandra M. Kraskin

Director
Baruch College Gallery

Introduction

The recently discovered Jazz Murals were painted by Franz Kline in 1933%
ional fame and recognition as a

several decades before he achieved internati
leading figure of the American Abstract Expressionist movement. The
distinctive "signature style" of Kline's dynamic quicksilver brushwork is
evident in this early painting which was directly influenced by the stylized

figures of John Held Jr.

Kline was 23 years old when he painted this work on the wooden slat

walls of a band shell attached to a roller-skating rink in Lehighton,
Pennsylvania. The exuberant, youthful expression of form combined with a
vigorous feeling for jazz music foreshadow the later angular calligraphic

style of his abstract paintings after 1950.
In these later dramatically powerful abstractions, such as Study For

h was created in 1961 a year before his untimely death, Kline
often isolated a single mercurial form. These forceful, mysterious, and
pulsatingly alive images express gigantism and dynamism which mark them
among the most significant and original paintings of the twentieth century.

Flanders, whic

Robert Metzger

Director, Center Gallery
Bucknell University
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
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Franz Kline 1910-1962
Exhibition Checklist

Clown, 1930
O0il on canvas, 16" x 12"
Allan Stone Gallery

Tbe Lost Murals - Band Leader, 1933
Oil on board, 38" x 34"

Private Collection

The Lost Murals - Singer, 1933
0il on board, 38" x 41"
Private Collection

The Lost Murals - Drummer, 1933
0il on board, 38" x 36"
Private Collection

The Lost Murals - Tubaist, 1933
0il on board, 38" x 41"
Private Collection

The Lost Murals - Trombonist, 1933
0il on board, 38" x 43"
Private Collection

At The Waldorf Cafeteria, c. 1939
Ink on paper, 9" x 7"
Mr. & Mrs. I. David Orr

Nijinsky, 1940
0il on canvas, 20" x 18"

The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Gift of Theodore J. Edlich, Jr., 1986

Still Life with Puppet, c. 1940

0il on canvas, 16 1/4" x 14 1/4"

The Metropolitan Museum of Art,

Gift of Theodore J. Edlich, Jr., 1987

Mildred, c. 1940
Crayon on paper, 12" x 9"
Allan Stone Gallery

John Erin, c. 1940
Crayon pastel on paper, 12" x 9"
Allan Stone Gallery

Edna, c. 1940
Crayon on paper, 12" x 9"
Allan Stone Gallery
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OQur Chef, c. 1940
Crayon on paper, 12" x 9n
Allan Stone Gallery

Arthur C., c. 1940
Charcoal on paper, 12" x 9=
Allan Stone Gallery

So In Love, 1940
0il on board, 16" x 20"
Mr. & Mrs. I. David Orr

Tugboats (at Fulton Fish Market), 1940
Ink on paper, 8 1/2" x 12"
Allan Stone Gallery

Interior (Franz Kline Studio), 1943
Pencil on paper, 6 1/2" x 3 1/2"
Mr. & Mrs. I. David Orr

Locomotive, c. 1944
Oil on masonite, 16" x 22"
Private Collection

20.
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Sue, 1945

Pencil on paper, 8" x 5 1/2"
Mr. & Mrs. I. David Orr

Tea Kettles, 1945

0il on masonite, 23 1/2" x 16"
Mr. & Mrs. I. David Orr

Circus Scene, 1945

0il on masonite, 23 3/4" x 29"
Mr.s & MrstesloaDavidiOre
Flowers, 1946

0il on canvas, 25" x 20"

Myt & MrsiEnTEmDavide0rs:

The Orr Family, 1946
Ink and watercolor on paper, 4 1/2" x 3 1/4"
David Orr

MES &F MYy SE]E

Still Life, 1947

0il on masonite, 9 1/2" x 14 1/2"

Mr.u& Mrs e le

David Orr

Untitled (brother of the painter), n.d.
Pencil on paper, 10" x 8"

Elizabeth C. Bayer
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Untitled, c. 1948
Tempera on paper, 16 3/4" x 13 3/4"
Achim Moeller Fine Art, New York

Abstraction, 1948

0il on canvas, 17 1/2" x 31 3/4"
Allan Stone Gallery

David Orr, 1950
0il on masonite, 18" x 14"
Mr. & Mrs. I, DavidTOrr

Untitled, 1959
Collage, oil on paper, 7 1/2" x 5 1/4"
Private Collection

Untitled, c. 1960

Ink on paper, 24" x 18"

Westmoreland Museum of Art,

Greensburg, PA, Gift of Reginald Cabral

Untitledicielo60

Ink on paper, 24" x 18"

Westmoreland Museum of Art,

Greensburg, PA, Gift of Reginald Cabral

Untitled, c. 1960

Ink on paper, 24" x 18"

Westmoreland Museum of Art,

Greensburg, PA, Gift of Reginald Cabral

Study For Flanders, 1961

Brush, ink, and oil on paper, 9" x 7 1/8"
The Metropolitan Museum of Art,

Gift of Renee and David McKee, 1984




