lessons learned CONCERT SERIES

An Evolution
of Partnerships:

THE MILT HINTON JAZZ PERSPECTIVES
CONCERT SERIES

BY EUGENE MARLOW, PH.D.

o produce and sustain a successful jazz concert series over a
period of 18 years, especially in a big city, commuter college
educational setting, requires not only great musicians, it also
requires effective partnerships within and outside the insti-
tution. At Baruch College (the City University of New York),
a combination of collaborations helped launch and has sus-
tained the Milt Hinton Jazz Perspectives concert series since
1992.

member, made a generous contribution of
$20,000 to support a jazz concert series at
Baruch College. A clarinetist by avocation and
a jazz aficionado, Silberman wished to bring
to Baruch accomplished jazz artists who,
through workshop/lectures and performance,
would inform and provide an educational and
musical aesthetic for Baruch students and fac-
ulty in particular, and the Baruch community
in general.

It was a natural that the series was named
in honor of bassist Milt “the Judge” Hinton
who, for many years, led a Monday afternoon
jazz workshop at Baruch.

An Evolution of Partners
A committee was formed in 1992 to ad-
ministrate and curate an annual jazz concert

The Hinton Jazz Series' Inception

In 1992, Baruch alum Aaron Silberman,
founder and CEO of the American Thermo-
plastics Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania)
and a long-standing Baruch College board
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in Hinton’s name. I was fortunate to be asked
to join the Committee as one of its original
members. Today the Hinton committee con-
sists of professors from various departments,
administrators, and, from time-to-time, a stu-
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dent from within the College’s Weiss-
man School of Arts and Sciences. All
have a high interest in jazz as America’s
indigenous music.

Over time, the committee has part-
nered with several Baruch alums, main-
tained a close working relationship
with the Dean of the Weissman School
of Arts Sciences (one of Baruch’s three
schools), the Baruch College Fund, the
College’s Sidney Mishkin Art Gallery,
the Baruch Performing Arts Center,
the College’s press office and mailroom
staff, the Buildings & Grounds Depart-
ment, and the Security office, among
other college functions. The Committee
has also partnered with outside orga-
nizations, such as the Jazz Journalists
Association, Chamber Music America,
the Manhattan School of Music, and
numerous New York City jazz clubs for
speaker and musician contacts.

Nurturing and maintaining these
partnerships is an on-going effort all in
the service of ensuring the concert se-
ries named in Milt Hinton’s honor con-
tinues to have a life.

The Concerts

The November 1992 inaugural con-
cert starred Hinton, himself, together
with his picks for an “All-Star” en-
semble: Seldon Powell (saxophone),
Bob Rosengarden (drums), Mike Wal-
ters (saxophone and woodwinds),
Derek Smith (piano), Jay D’Amico (pi-
ano), Mike Grey (trombone), and John
“Bucky” Pizzarelli (guitar).

This magical first concert in Mason
Hall auditorium, the college’s ground
floor 600+seat auditorium in its land-
mark 23rd Street/Lexington Avenue
building, saw famed trumpeter Wyn-
ton Marsalis join the group during the
concert’s second half. Mason Hall was
packed. We could not have asked for a
more successful first concert.

Since 1992 the series has hosted a
range of jazz musicians and groups,
from well known to up and coming,
from duos and trios to big band, straight
ahead jazz to R&B, bluegrass to Afro-

Cuban. We have even mounted concerts
featuring zydeco and “crossover” styles.
Identifying and contracting
with jazz musicians in New
York City — called by some the
jazz capital of the world - is
the easy part. The difficult part
is everything else.

THE CHICO O'FARRILL AFRO CUBAN

A Passing, A New Build-
ing, New Challenges

On December 19, 2000, be-
loved Milt Hinton, who attend-
ed virtually all of the annual
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Baruch College
New York City
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had always reserved front row
center seats for him and his
wife, Mona. She continued
to come to the concerts until
illness prevented her from at-
tending. She passed in 2008.

In early September 2001,
Baruch College opened its
Vertical Campus two blocks
from the College’s landmark
23rd Street Building. The
opening of the Vertical Cam-
pus marked a significant
change for the College and the Hinton
series. The flow of students and faculty
gradually changed.

Turtle Island String Quartet
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JUNE 13-19, 2010

# Instrumental & Vocal Tracks

# Teacher Training
# Recording Sessions & Performances

¢ Internationally Renowned Artist Faculty
Including:
Jon Hendricks, vocalese
Vie Juris, guitar
Claude Black, piano
Gunnar Mossblad, saxophone

= UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO

REGISTER NOW

www.summerjazz.utoledo.edu
419.530.2448
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Prior to the 2002-2003 academic
year all annual Hinton concerts were
held in Mason Hall, usually in Novem-
ber at 1 p.m. on a Thursday — so-called
“club hours” when no classes are of-
fered. Even if students and faculty
had not planned to attend the concert,
hearing the sounds of the performers

through the doors of the ground floor
auditorium drew them in. The move
of student classes and faculty offices to
a new building only two blocks away,
however, presented new challenges.
Even though we ramped up promotion
activities, we began to see an eventual
change in audience size.

In response, the Hinton Committee
— now headed by myself (since 2000)
and co-chair Gary Hentzi, Associate
Dean of the Weissman School of Arts
and Sciences — saw the need to change
the series’ “perceived value.” It was
increasingly apparent future funding
would be a “challenge.” While seem-
ingly counter-intuitive, part of the
answer was to expand the series from
an annual event to four per year while
maintaining the same level of funding.
This meant smaller groups, concomi-
tant smaller performance fees, and ul-
timately cozier venues, but the overall

»

impact and impression was a more fre-
quent, more beneficial contribution to
the College’s mission.

The Committee re-shaped concert
scheduling. Starting with the 2002-
2003 season, we strategically part-
nered with annual themes. For ex-
ample, while the first fall concert now
usually took place in October, a second
event was scheduled in early Decem-
ber to coincide with the holidays. A
third concert took place in February
to coincide with Black History Month,
and a fourth was scheduled for April
during Jazz Appreciation Month. We
also planned early evening concerts, in
addition to club-hours presentations.

We experimented with several cam-
pus venues to attract students, ultimately
deciding on the 175-seat Engelman Re-
cital Hall, located in the lower level of
the Vertical Campus. The hall offered
numerous advantages, including a mint-
condition Steinway Concert Grand, a
plentitude of dressing rooms close to the
stage, a Green Room, and outstanding
acoustics. A New York Times music critic
called Engelman “...one of the best recital
halls in the city.” We have hosted smalls
groups there quite successfully, includ-
ing Grammy-nominee R&B singer Carla
Cook who presented us with our first
“sold-out” SRO performance in the Verti-
cal Campus, and the Turtle Island String
Quartet that won the 2006 Grammy for
best “crossover album” just one week
before their scheduled performance.
Again, a sold-out performance. In Engel-
man we have also hosted sextets, octets,
even the 19-piece Manhattan School of
Music Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra under
the direction of multi-Grammy nominee
Bobby Sanabria.

Around this time Paul Ash, a Baruch
College alum, and Chairman of Sam
Ash Music, became another partner.
He generously donated a brand new
drum kit and a bass amp for specific
use by Hinton concert musicians.

A Shift In Emphasis
The 15th season ended with a lec-
ture/demonstration on legendary pia-
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nist Art Tatum given by yet another
Baruch alum, Arnold Laubich. This
lecture was also part experiment. We
perceived a need to create an even
stronger link between the Hinton se-
ries and the Weissman School of Arts
and Sciences’ pedagogical mission.
We began to plan in the direction of
lecture/demonstrations as opposed to
purely performance-oriented events.
We also began to program broader
variety. For example, the 2008-2009
season (#17) focused on performers
who reflected the “globalness” of jazz:
Indian-born jazz guitarist Rez Abassi
and his trio; Italian-born vocalist Ro-
berta Gambarini and her trio; multi-
Grammy nominee Nuyorican drummer
Bobby Sanabria who delivered his mas-
terful “clavé celebration” lecture/dem-
onstration; and Columbian-born jazz
harpist Edmar Castaneda (with trio).

BPAC: A Marketing and
Media Partner

Asignificant change in our market-
ing modus operandi evolved simul-
taneous to the opening of Baruch’s
Vertical Campus in September 2001:
the creation of the Baruch Perform-
ing Arts Center (BPAC). The Hinton
Committee readily accepted the con-
cept that the concert series should
partner with and be placed under
BPAC’s “event” umbrella because of
its strength in marketing, promo-
tion, and stagecraft. Prior, Com-
mittee members handled all these
functions. The Committee, together
with BPAC’s Managing Director, John
Malatesta, and his staff, has forged a
mutually advantageous collaborative
relationship. The Hinton Committee
selects, contacts, and negotiates with

The 14th Annual
Milt Hinton

Perspectives
Concert Series

jazz performers. We also host each
concert. In turn, BPAC provides the
facility and stage and house crew for
a performance, contract and check
payment preparation, and much
needed marketing.

STANFORD JAZZ

WORKSHOP

I
AA

10TH ANNUAL

o Personalized Curricula

* 39 years of quality jazz education fj

* One on one instruction by world class faculty

o Study & Play with the Best in Jazz '[ / l
SR i

2010 FACULTY INCLUDE:
George Cables
Dena DeRose
Dave Douglas
Madeline Eastman
Taylor Eigsti

Larry Grenadier
Eric Harland
Tootie Heath

JAZZ CAMP: (youth 12-17)
Week 1: July 18-23
Week 2: July 25-30

Julian Lage

Junior Mance
Charles McPherson
Nicholas Payton
JAZZ RESIDENCY: Clarence Penn
(adults, advanced youth)

August 1-6

Joshua Redman
Josh Roseman
Reuben Rogers

REGISTER ONLINEwyw.stanfordiazz.org | & | |

summer jazz workshop

at Crossroads School for Arts ¢ Sciences
in Santa Monica, California

A six-week program for students entering 6th—12th
grade designed to enhance a young musician’s
knowledge and skills in jazz music.

Ensembles will perform at venues in Los Angeles
and at Disneyland.

Guest artists have included Peter Erskine,
Marcus Miller, Danny Gottlieb, and
James Newton Howard.

Jazz is alive and well at Crossroads,
so come and be a part of it!

for dates and program information
visit us at www.xrds.org
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Now available, Dick
tour-de-force survey
styles of jazz piano in 12

with a DVD of instruction
and analysis, plus historical
and personal notes.
Special retail price $60 and
special price for non-profit
educational institutions $30

ARCD 19348

American Express, VISA, MasterCard, Discover accepted.
Free catalog: Arbors Records
2189 Cleveland Street, Suite 225, Clearwater, FL 33765
Phone: (800) 299-1930 Fax: (727) 466-0432

E-mail: mrd@gate.net
Internet: .arborsrecords.com

performances on a set of 5 CDs

WOI’I(ShOp.ORG

STUDY WITH THE NATION'S FINEST

at the most innovative and inexpensive jazz workshop in the USA
Contact Matt Niess, Director
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Our partnership with BPAC has also
extended our audience base. In addi-
tion to Baruch students, faculty, and
administration, the Hinton series now
attracts larger community audiences.

Ensuring an audience for each
event has been a matter of effec-
tive promotion partners. Concerts/
events receive advanced publicity in
The Ticker, Baruch College’s student
newspaper. BPAC organizes the de-
sign and reproduction of postcards
distributed to all 500+ faculty and
administration at the College, as
well as throughout the City Univer-
sity of New York system. Four-color
posters are displayed at key junc-
tures on the Baruch College cam-
pus. Smaller versions of the concert
poster are distributed on each floor
of the Vertical Campus.

An electronic news release pre-
pared by myself is distributed via
email to various internal and ex-
ternal promotion outlets, including
a College web site dedicated to the
Hinton series. The news release is
also sent to Baruch College’s manag-
er of press relations who places the
concert information with various
newspaper and magazine calendar
editors. The news release headline is
also posted on the college’s internal
electronic bulletin boards, a system
of flat-screen monitors throughout
the Vertical Campus building, man-
aged by the College’s Office of Stu-
dent Development.

The Committee also partners
with professors. By cross-referenc-
ing course schedules with scheduled
Hinton events, we encourage profes-
sors to assign each concert/event to
their respective classes as an extra
credit writing assignment or as an
assignment for the entire class. This
strategy directly ties into Baruch’s
overall mission of exposing students
to broader cultural opportunities.

The 18th Season: More Ad-
justments

As of this writing, America is still in
the throes of the worst recession in its
economic history since the Great De-
pression of the 1930s. When the Hin-
ton Committee met in the fall of 2008



to begin considering the 18th season
it was apparent then it was going to
be financially challenging; we would
have to be prepared to make adjust-
ments. Sure enough, in early 2009
we met with the Weissman School’s
Dean, Jeffrey Peck, to talk about prob-
able budget cuts for the forthcoming
2009-2010 academic year.

We were prepared. Prior to this
meeting the Committee had a Plan B:
a four-event season, this one, equally
divided between performances (Trio
Da Paz and the Andy LaVerne/John
Abercrombie Duo) and two lecture/
demonstrations (the four-hour PBS
documentary “Latin Music USA”
with Bobby Sanabria and “The Blues
As It Lives Today” with Jazz Journal-
ists Association President Howard
Mandel). The Dean appreciated our
cooperative response.

People Partnerships Make
It Happen

In truth, the Committee could not
have mounted an 18th season or start-
ed planning for a 19th were it not for
the support of the College’s adminis-
tration. Fact is, even though our bud-
get has been curtailed and this may
be a budgetary fact of life for the next
couple of years, there is strong sup-
port for the series at the top. It is no
accident. Committee members, both
emeritus and current, have worked
hard in the last 18 years to create
and nurture partnerships within and
outside the College. Without these
numerous on-going  partnerships
and collaborations, the Series would
have faltered. The Hinton Committee
looks forward to many more seasons
to come.

Eugene Marlow, Ph.D., is a professor
in the Department of Journalism and the
Writing Professions, Baruch College, the City
University of New York. He was among the
original members of the Hinton Committee
formed in 1992 to organize jazz concerts
in Milt Hinton’s name. He became co-chair
in 2000. Dr. Marlow, himself a jazz pianist
and composer of over 200 jazz and classical
compositions with five CDs on his resume,
has taught a range of courses in media and
culture at Baruch since 1988.

The University of North Texas
Division of Jazz Studies Presents

Summer Jazz Workshops

June 14 - 18, 2010

The Lynn Seaton

Jazz Double Bass Workshop

The Workshop includes sessions on:
- Upright Technique
- Soloing
- Developing Walking Bass Lines
- Jazz Bass History and Theory
- Small Group Playing and Rhythm Section
- Performance Opportunities

North Texas Vocal Jazz Workshop/Camp
June 20 - 25, 2010

An intense and enjoyable week of
vocal jazz (and ONLY vocal jazz)
Classes and coaching, ensemble

and soloing, improvisation, pedagogy.
Designed for students, educators and
young professionals this week-long
workshop is a great experience.

Paris Rutherford Rosana Eckert

Tim Brent Jennifer Barnes

UNT Jazz Winds Workshop (sas, mpt ana ooy
July= 12808520 10

The UNT Jazz Winds Workshop provides saxophone,
trumpet and trombone players of all levels
(minimum age - 14) with a comprehensive and
intensive curriculum devoted to jazz.

- Big Band and Combo
- Technical Development and Equipment
- Jazz Style, History and Improvisation

Mike Steinel

Trumpets - Mike Steinel, Jay Saunders, Rodney Booth (Workshop Director)
Trombones - Steve Wiest, Tony Baker
Saxes - Brad Leali, Shelley Carroll

Faculty {Partial Listing):

UNT Jazz Combo Workshop
July 18-23, 2010

The Jazz Combo Workshop is open to musicians
of all levels {minimum age - 14) and provides
comprehensive studies in jazz combo playing
and improvisation. The curriculum includes:
combo, faculty concerts (each evening), jazz
history and listening, jazz theory, master class
instruction on bass, drums, guitar, piano,
saxophone, trombone and trumpet, student
concerts and student jam sessions.

Guitar - Fred Hamilton and Richard McClure
Piano - Stefan Karlsson and Bob Morgan
Jazz History - John Murphy and Bob Morgan
Trumpet - Mike Steinel and Rod Booth
Trombone - Steve Wiest and Tony Baker

Alto Saxophone - Jim Riggs, Brad Leali, Will Campbell
Tenor Saxophane - Chris McGuire and Steve Jones
Drums - Ed Soph and Mike Drake

Bass - Lynn Seaton and Jeffry Eckels

Note: Exact Faculty may be subject to change.

For more information go to:
www.jazz.unt.edu

UNIVERSITY ©OF NORTH TEXAS

Discover the power of ideas.
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